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2021 is the year in which we celebrate the 

57th anniversary of Independence Day, 

the 47th anniversary of Republic Day, the 

42nd anniversary of Freedom Day, and the 

17th anniversary of Malta’s accession to the 

European Union. These achievements marked 

the mature development of the Maltese Islands 

and its inhabitants over the years.

This publication features information about 

the national elements that distinguish us 

as Maltese. What unites us as a nation was, 

is and remains relevant because it provides 

the foundations upon which our identity is 

built, and there is no better place to start than 

visiting the various museums included here as 

they shed a light on the roots of our people.

I N T R O D U C T I O N
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The National Flag is composed of two colours, white 

and red. On the white part, which is found on the 

left, there is the George Cross drawn in gold with a red 

border around it.

T H E  N AT I O N A L  F L A G
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The Maltese Flag has a long story connected to it. Tradition 

says that this was given to the Maltese by Count Roger in 

1091 after he came to Malta and took over the governance 

of the Maltese Islands from the Arabs. This story is based 

on a very ancient tradition and no one can confirm that it 

was really Count Roger who gave us this flag.

What we do know is that in the central part of the balcony 

of the old Cathedral’s organ in Mdina, which was destroyed 

due to an earthquake in 1693, a shield engraved in wood 

was found – it showed these two colours of the Maltese 

flag. This balcony dates back to the Middle Ages. Apart 

from this, on the door of the old Cathedral, which is now 

known as the sacristy’s door, there is also the Maltese 

emblem engraved. This shows that the Maltese flag has 

been used since the Middle Ages.

During the second world war, King George VI honoured 

Malta with the George Cross for the bravery displayed 

by the Maltese. From that time, an image of this medal 

was included on the Maltese flag, and around the cross, 

there was also a blue box. When Malta obtained its 

independence in 1964, this box was removed and instead, a 

red-coloured border was placed around the cross.
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The Maltese language is the National language. It is the 

official language together with English. Maltese is a language 

with Semitic origins and its beginnings go back a long way. 

It is the only language with Semitic origins written in Latin 

letters. The Maltese alphabet consists of 30 letters – 24 

consonants and 6 vowels.

Everything shows that this language originated from 

the Middle East and spread around the Mediterranean 

wherein it took different forms which vary among them. One of 

the hypotheses accepted by many is that the Maltese language 

arrived on our shores with the Phoenicians, who were seamen 

and merchants. A population which originated from towns like 

Tyre and Sidon, where today there is Lebanon. The Phoenicians 

established a colony in Malta and brought with them this 

Semitic language which took root in our country.

Over time, this language evolved and started to take shape 

and mix with other words coming from languages of other 

conquerors like Arabic, Spanish, Italian, French and English. 

The Maltese language retained its originality despite the 

influences it had from other languages. The Maltese language 

even developed dialects which varied from one village to 

another, and from one part to another of the Maltese Islands. 

These dialects continued to add to the prestige of this 

language; a factor which makes it a very important language of 

anthropological interest.

T H E  N AT I O N A L  L A N G UA G E
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In 1450 during the Spanish reign, the 

oldest poem in Maltese was written, 

‘Xidew il-Qada’, known by many as the 

‘Kantilena’ of Pietru Caxaro. In 1640 we 

then had the first dictionary in Maltese 

which we know about, and which was 

written by the French knight Francois de 

Vion Thezan Court. This dictionary was 

likely never printed at its time and the 

original manuscript never been found.

The first book printed in Maltese was 

called ‘Tagħlim Nisrani’ by Dun Franġisk 

Wizzino. There was also Ġan Franġisk 

Agius de Soldanis who worked on a 

Maltese dictionary which remained 

in manuscript form: ‘Damma tal-

Kliem Kartaġiniż Imxerred fil-Fomm 

tal-Maltin u l-Għawdxin’. Towards the 

mid-18th century, Agius de Soldanis 

wrote the second edition of grammar 

titled ‘Nuova Scuola dell’antica lingua 

Punica scoperta nel moderno parlare 

Maltese e Gozitano’, which, among 

others, included prayers in Maltese 

like the ‘Pater Noster’, the ‘Miserer’ 

and the ‘Kredu’.

In 1934, Maltese and English replaced 

Italian as the country’s official 

languages. When Malta obtained its 

Independence, Maltese was declared 

as the National Language, while the 

official languages remained Maltese 

and English. In 1974, in the Constitution 

of Malta, Maltese was once again 

recognised as the National Language, 

while English retained its position as 

the other official language.

Among those who worked hard for 

the Maltese language to be given the 

respect it deserves there was Mikiel 

Anton Vassalli who, between the end 

of the 18th century and the beginning 

of the 19th century, worked on Maltese 

grammar. Among his important 

works, there is the famous ‘Lexicon’ 

whereby he made headway for Maltese 

to become a practical language. 

When in 2004 our country joined the 

European Union, the Maltese language 

was declared to be one of the official 

languages of the Union.
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The ‘Innu Malti’ is a form of prayer to God and praise 

of our birthland. The ‘Innu Malti’ was composed by 

Colonel Professor Robert Sammut. Professor Sammut 

composed the ‘Innu Malti’ in 1922 but he did not manage to 

see the importance which his composition achieved over 

time because he died a few years later in 1934.

The National Poet Dun Karm Psaila wrote the lyrics of 

the ‘Innu Malti’. In his verses, Dun Karm combined praise 

for Malta with a prayer to God. The ‘Innu Malti’ started to 

be played and sung in various schools. It was first heard 

in public on the 22nd of December 1922 in the Manoel 

Theatre and was played again on the 6th of January 1923 

during another concert at the Manoel Theatre.

T H E  N AT I O N A L  A N T H E M
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Within a short period, people liked this anthem and it became popular. 

In 1923 the Duke of Edinburgh Band of Vittoriosa played this anthem at 

two other concerts which were held at the Manoel Theatre. This time, 

the band was accompanied by a children’s choir from Sliema. In 1936 

the King’s Own Band of Valletta played this anthem during a public 

concert which took place at St George’s Square in Valletta.

On the 22nd of February 1941, this anthem was declared as Malta’s 

National Anthem. A significant event linked with the National Anthem 

took place on the 25th of March 1945. On that day, a football game was 

played between Malta and Yugoslavia at the Gzira football ground. 

Before the game, the Yugoslav anthem was played followed by the 

English anthem, since Malta was an English colony. Right after, the 

Maltese who were present at the football ground spontaneously 

started to sing the Maltese Anthem. At the time, the English Governor 

was present and, although embarrassed, remained standing until the 

people finished singing the anthem. From that day, the ‘Innu Malti’ 

continued to be given the respect it deserved and was always played at 

state occasions, particularly when the President of the Republic and the 

Prime Minister are present.
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T H E  N AT I O N A L  E M B L E M

The National Emblem is one of the most used symbols 

in our country. The emblem shows a shield which 

represents heraldically the National Flag of Malta. 

We find this on the Government’s official letters and 

documents, books related to the Government’s operation, 

the President’s car, the President’s flag and tombstones 

and monuments related to the Maltese state. Whatever 

distinguishes the Maltese state carries the National 

Emblem.

It appears that from the Middle Ages there already was a 

form of coat of arms which represented the Maltese people. 

On a balcony of the old Cathedral of Mdina, which was 

destroyed by an earthquake in 1693, there was a coat of 

arms which consisted of a white and red shield surrounded 

by a bay leaf wreath. When Lorenzo Gafà re-built the Mdina 

Cathedral on the main door, a shield representing these 

two colours was placed. On the façade of the Tower of the 

Standard, as one enters Mdina from the main entrance, 

there is another shield which shows a step painted half 

in white and half in red bearing a crown with two bay leaf 

branches on the sides; something which continues to 

confirm that this was the coat of arms of Malta.
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When in 1964 Malta obtained its 

Independence, the coat of arms started 

to look more like other coats of arms 

we used to find in the English system. 

On the sides of the white and red 

shield, there remained the bay leaf and 

olive branches and on the sides, two 

dolphins were added – a symbol of an 

island surrounded by sea. The wreath 

took the form of a castle. This coat of 

arms continued to be used until the 

13th of December 1974 when Malta 

became a Republic.

From here on, the coat of arms took on 

a different form and used to show the 

sea surrounding our island and the sun 

shining. It also included the prickly pear 

plant, a symbol of the suffering which 

the Maltese people endured over time. 

There was also a spade and a pitchfork 

– symbols of how hard the Maltese 

work – while the boat symbolised the 

passage of the Maltese as a sovereign 

state. This coat of arms continued 

to be used until 1989. Right after the 

occasion of the 25th anniversary from 

the date of Independence, this coat 

of arms was changed to the one of 

today. On the shield, there appears a 

gold crown seemingly made of stones 

which represents Malta's fortifications 

as well as the fact that Malta is a state. 

On the two sides of the shield, there is 

a garland with two branches. On the 

left, there is an olive branch and on the 

right, there is a palm branch. The two 

branches are tied with a ribbon upon 

which there is written Republic of Malta 

in capital letters.
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There are five National Holidays which our country 

celebrates. These were chosen by the Maltese Parliament.

 

freedom Day is celebrated on the 31st of March. On this day, 

in 1979, the English military base in our country came to an 

end. The agreement whereby the military base was removed 

was reached seven years before, when Prime Minister Dom 

Mintoff, following long and hard negotiations, had signed an 

agreement with the English government whereby not only 

was there an agreement for the closure of the base once and 

for all, but at the same time Malta was given more than €30 

million per annum. The ceremony for Independence Day took 

place in Vittoriosa, where today there is also a monument to 

commemorate that day.

On the 7th of June, the events which took place on the day in 

1919 are commemorated. On this day, the Maltese and Gozitans 

rioted about the unsavoury economic and social situation 

which they were in following the end of the First World War. 

Four Maltese persons – Guzeppi Bajada, Manwel Attard, Wenzu 

Dyer and Karmenu Abela – lost their lives in these riots after 

the English soldiers shot at the crowd. Two years after this 

episode, the English gave the Maltese the right to vote for the 

first time to elect what we now call the Parliament. However, 

unlike today, at that time it had far more limited powers. In 

Valletta, there is a monument to commemorate this day.

T H E  N AT I O N A L  H O L I D AY S
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On the 8th of September, Victory Day is commemorated. On this 
day in 1565, the Great Siege which started three months earlier 
with thousands of Ottoman soldiers invading our country to try 
to send the Order of St John away from Malta, came to an end. 
One of the immediate results of the Siege was the construction of 
Valletta in a fortified manner. 

On this same date, the capitulation of 

the Italian fascist forces in the Second 

World War in 1943 is remembered. 

Between 1940 and 1943, Italian and 

German aeroplanes executed over 

3,300 attacks on our country and 

deployed more than 15,000 tons of 

bombs. As a consequence of this, 

almost 1,600 persons lost their lives 

and around 11,000 buildings were 

destroyed. In Valletta, there is a 

monument to commemorate this day.

On the 21st of September, 

Independence Day is celebrated. 

On this day in 1964, Malta became a 

sovereign state and a member of the 

United Nations. Malta confirmed itself 

as a parliamentary democracy with the 

first Prime Minister of Independent 

Malta being George Borg Olivier. 

Malta remained a member of the 

Commonwealth, the organisation of 

countries which used to form part of 

the English Empire. Queen Elizabeth 

II became the Head of the Maltese 

State. The Queen was represented in 

our country by the Governor-General. 

The English military base remained 

in Malta, while until 1974, the English 

people had to pay €12 million per 

annum. In the Independence ceremony 

in Floriana, Prime Minister Borg Olivier 

said that independence did not mean 

that Malta would not need anyone, it 

meant that we needed to work harder 

for the Maltese and Gozitan people to 

move towards economic prosperity. In 

Floriana today there is a monument to 

commemorate this day.

On the 13th of December, Republic 

Day is commemorated. In 1974, on 

this day, the Maltese Parliament, with 

|| 22



49 votes in favour and only 6 against, voted in 

favour of a Constitutional amendment whereby 

among others, a Maltese citizen was appointed 

for the first time as the Head of the Maltese 

State. The First President of the Republic was Sir 

Anthony Mamo. From the balcony of the Palace, 

Sir Anthony said that history will one day give 

special importance to the fact that the Parliament, 

with a spirit of compromise, managed to reach an 

almost-unanimous agreement and thus set aside 

once and for all the issues which before used 

to divide the country. From that time onwards, 

our country has had ten other Presidents, two 

of whom were women. In Marsa, there is a 

monument to commemorate this day.
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T H E  N AT I O N A L  P O E T

Dun Karm Psaila was born in 

Żebbuġ Malta on the 18th of 

October 1871. In 1894, aged 23, he was 

ordained a priest and in 1895 he started 

teaching at the Floriana Seminary, 

and later at the Mdina Seminary too. 

He used to teach various subjects 

including English, Italian and Latin 

in the Minor Seminary, and Church 

History and the History of Catholic 

Archaeology to theology students at 

the Major Seminary.

In 1896, Dun Karm Psaila published 

his first anthology of poetry titled 

‘Foglie d’Allore’. It is a collection of 37 

poems which Dun Karm started writing 

between the ages of 17 and 24 years. 

On the 11th of January 1912, Dun Karm 

published his first poem in Maltese 

titled ‘Quddiem Xbiha tal-Madonna’, 

a poem for which, as he writes, he 

kneeled before an image of Our Lady 

and asked her to help him write it.

In 1921 he was appointed Assistant 

Librarian at the National Library and 

in 1923 he became Director of Public 

Libraries, a post which he continued to 

occupy until he retired in 1936. Between 

1922 and 1923, Dun Karm Psaila wrote 

the lyrics to the National Anthem. 

Among other works of his, there is 

the sonnet ‘Lil Dun Mikiel Xerri’ 

and the poem ‘Jien u Lil hin minnu’. 

Dun Karm Psaila also compiled a 

Maltese-English Dictionary.

In 1921 he was one of the founders of 

the ‘Għaqda tal-Kittieba Maltin’. During 

his life, he was honoured with various 

honours which were awarded to him in 

recognition of his work for the Maltese 

language to be given the importance 

it deserved. Dun Karm Psaila was 

honoured by the Queen of the United 

Kingdom and by the University of Malta. 

However, the honour Dun Karm Psaila 

cherished most was when he was given 

the title of National Poet.

Dun Karm Psaila died on the 3rd of 

October 1961, aged 90, and was buried 

at the Żebbuġ cemetery.
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The Sandarac Gum Tree was declared as the National Tree 

in 1992. It is a coniferous tree, from the cypress family and 

is evergreen. The Sandarac Gum Tree is not large and does 

not grow higher than six metres. It grows very slowly. It has a 

reddish-brown trunk, with leaves which resemble green, short 

and thick matchsticks. It produces a sort of nut which is split 

into four. In the past, this tree used to grow all around Malta. 

Although this tree is endemic to Malta, we also find it growing 

in Spain and North Africa.

It grows mostly in crevices in the rock and a dry climate. It 

does not grow in Gozo nor Comino, but only in Malta, mostly 

towards the North. The Sandarac Gum Tree is one of the few 

conifers which manages to re-grow branches from its trunk 

when it is chopped. It produces a resin known as ‘sandarac’ 

which is used mainly in the production of a varnish used to 

conserve paintings.

A year after it was declared as the National Tree, it became 

protected by the law. The Council of Europe included it in the 

list of rare, threatened and endemic trees of Europe.

Nowadays, it is hard to find a Sandarac Gum Tree growing in 

the wild. Thus, it is at risk of becoming extinct. It was for this 

reason that this tree is again being planted in afforestation 

projects such as the one which was done in Mellieħa. In our 

country, we find two villages which were probably named after 

this tree – Għargħur and San Ġwann tal-Għargħar.

T H E  N AT I O N A L  T R E E
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The Maltese Rock-Centaury is the national plant – a 

plant which normally grows on the cliffs surrounding 

our islands. It juts out from the rock and thus comes out 

like an ear from the edge of the cliffs. Since this plant does 

not grow in any other place in the world the way it grows on 

these islands, this plant was declared as the national plant. 

It is also an endemic plant as it only grows on the Maltese 

Islands, on top of the cliffs in the South of Malta and Gozo.

This plant grows up to one metre high. It has long, broad 

leaves with rounded ends which are dark green. Between 

April and September, it blooms purple flowers at the end 

of its long stems. During the rest of the year, it does not 

produce any flowers but remains green.

It was the botanist Dr Stefano Zerafa who discovered and 

named this plant ‘Widnet il-Baħar’ in Wied Babu in Żurrieq 

in 1829. In 1970 it was then declared as the national plant. 

It was also scientifically studied by the Maltese scholar 

Agostino Naudi. Today it is cultivated in many gardens to 

be enjoyed by all.

T H E  N AT I O N A L  P L A N T
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T H E  N AT I O N A L  B I R D

The blue rock thrush is the National Bird. It was 

declared the national bird in 1971 and is protected by 

the law. It is one of the birds which builds its nests and 

lives in our country. Normally, it builds its nests on the 

edges of the cliffs we find along the coast. Sometimes we 

also find it in the valleys.

The male blue rock thrush has a dark blue colour mixed 

with grey. In Winter, its colour darkens further. The female 

blue rock thrush has a blue colour mixed with brown. 

They have their young around the end of March and the 

female blue rock thrush lays between four and six eggs 

which are blue with small brown dots. The eggs hatch 

after thirteen days.

They feed on grasshoppers, snails, worms, beetles and 

small lizards. They live all their lives in pairs in the  

same surroundings.

The blue rock thrush also used to be portrayed on the 

Maltese lira coin.
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T H E  N AT I O N A L  F I S H

The Mediterranean killifish is 

considered the national fish, 

although until now it has not been 

officially recognised. It grows between 

50 and 55 millimetres and lives both 

in freshwater as well as seawater, 

although it prefers brackish water. 

This species is endemic to the 

Mediterranean, with its distribution 

extending from its centre to its West, 

including the Adriatic Sea, where it is found 

along the coast of various countries.

In Malta, the Mediterranean killifish 

inhabits places where the water’s 

salinity varies throughout the year; 

localities such as Salini, the channel at 

‘tal-Magħluq’ in Marsascala and the bird 

reserves at Għadira and Simar. It was 

introduced at the latter two areas some 

years ago. These places are by their 

nature somewhat closed, thus they do 

not offer opportunities for the species 

to extend its distribution, with the result 

that the natural populations are distinct 

from each other.

The Mediterranean killifish reproduces 

in the warm and long months of Spring 

and Summer when the female lays a 

small number of eggs every day (or 

every few days) and attaches them 

among the seaweed and seagrass. The 

eggs hatch after around fifteen days. 

The main food of the Mediterranean 

killifish consists mainly of small 

invertebrates and seaweed.

Due to various reasons, this fish 

is considered to be a threatened 

species and is thus protected in all the 

countries it lives in, including Malta. In 

our country, no one may catch or keep 

this fish without special permission.
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T H E  N AT I O N A L  A I R L I N E

The national airline, Air Malta, was founded on 

the 21st of March 1973. Through a Parliamentary 

resolution dated the 29th of March, it was certified to 

commence operations on an international service from 

Malta. On the 1st of April 1974, the company started 

operating using two Boeing 720 aeroplanes. The first 

flights to take place were to Rome, Tripoli, London, 

Manchester, Frankfurt and Paris.

In 1982, Air Malta signed a contract whereby it 

purchased 3 Boeing 737 aeroplanes. A year later, on 

the tenth anniversary of the founding of Air Malta, 

these three aeroplanes started operating from Malta to 

various destinations.

 

In 1985 the first flight with all-Maltese pilots was flown. 

Twelve years later, in 1997, the first flight with an all-

female crew was flown.

|| 31



|| 32



Towards the end of 2010, a restructuring process was commenced to 

address the financial problems which the company started to face.

Today, Air Malta has a fleet made up of ten aeroplanes, four Airbus 319 

aeroplanes and six Airbus 320 aeroplanes. The national airline flies to 35 

cities in Europe and the Mediterranean.

In its first year, Air Malta carried 53,000 passengers. Today Air Malta 

flies around 1.7 million passengers per annum. From when it started its 

operations, Air Malta carried around 50 million passengers.

Over the years, Air Malta carried various important persons including 

Pope John Paul the Second. It also carried well-known artists and 

persons such as Madonna, Sir Bob Geldof, Bryan Adams, Duran Duran 

and Claudio Baglioni. It also carried the Manchester United, Juventus 

and AC Milan football teams.

Air Malta is a very important company for our country’s economy and 

is another success which the Maltese people managed to obtain in the 

country’s development.
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When one mentions the National Collection, they would 
be referring to the treasures which our country and 

people have managed to accumulate over the years.

It appears that from early on, there were people who started 

to collect what they deemed to be of historical importance for 

our country. Among these, we find Ġan Franġisk Abela, who 

was a member of the Order of St John. He was interested in the 

history of his birthland and from the time of the Knights, he 

noticed that Maltese civilisation had very ancient origins. What 

was found in Malta was found nowhere else.

Ġan Franġisk Abela owned a villa at what was known as the 

Jesuit Hill in the inner part of the Grand Harbour where the 

Marsa power station once stood. He transformed this villa 

into a museum and started collecting various artefacts and 

artistic treasures in it. There are the famous Cippi which are 

said to have been discovered at the temple of Juno in Tas-Silġ, 

Marsaxlokk. When Ġan Franġisk Abela died, his collection was 

inherited by the Jesuit Order who took over his villa in Marsa.

T H E  N AT I O N A L  C O L L E C T I O N
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When the Grand Master Pinto sent the 

Jesuits away from Malta in 1768, all the 

property of this Order was passed on to the 

Grand Master’s Government including the 

villa with all the treasures it contained. This 

means that all those treasures which Ġan 

Franġisk Abela collected, passed on to the 

state. When the National Library was built 

in Valletta these treasures and artefacts 

were transferred to the Library and thus, 

the National Collection continued to grow 

and include more treasures.

There were other Maltese and foreign 

persons who, over time, published books 

from which we may retrieve information 

on this collection. They include Ġan Piet 

Franġisk Agius de Soldanis, Jean Pierre 

Louis Houel, Giuseppe Pericciuoli Borzesi, 

Carlo Antonio Barbaro, Onorato Bres, John 

Otto Bayer, Charles Frederick de Brockdorff 

and many others.
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The National Library is the last building built by the 

Knights of St John in Valletta before they were sent 

away from Malta by Napoleon Bonaparte. This beautiful 

building with Baroque architecture was built on a plan of 

Architect Stefano Ittar. It dominates Republic Square or, 

as it is known to many, ‘Pjazza Reġina’. One of the oldest 

documents we find in the National Library is the papal bull 

of Pope Paschal II, issued in 1113, whereby he approved the 

founding of the Order of St John.

There is also the Archive of the ‘Università dei Giurati’ 

and the Melitensia which includes books, newspapers and 

periodicals issued in Malta or about Malta. We also find some 

historical documents which bear witness to the events which 

our country went through during the past centuries.

From before Valletta was built, the Order of St John had 

already started collecting books to place in what was to 

become the National Library. These were all books of the 

Order itself. In 1555 it was decided that the books of each 

Knight who died were to be passed on to and form part of 

this collection. In 1612 Grand Master Alof de Wignacourt 

T H E  N AT I O N A L  L I B R A RY
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had issued an order so that none of these books is sold, and when a 

Knight dies, his books become the property of the Order.

During the time of Grand Master Lascaris, the Library became a 

public one and thus, many books from the public started to be 

included in it. In 1760, the Order inherited around 5,000 books from 

Cardinal Portocarrero. In 1764, the Knight, Louis Guerin de Tencin, 

donated 9,700 other volumes and thus, the Library’s collection 

continued to grow. This same knight wished for there to be a 

librarian to take care of this collection and thus, Canon Agius de 

Soldanis was appointed as the first librarian.

The books continued to increase, and until 1790 they reached 

60,000 volumes. It was thus decided to build a new building worthy 

to host this collection. The square next to the Grand Master’s 

Palace was chosen for the Library to be built instead of the existing 

building. At this time, the Library did not remain a public one and it 

was Governor Sir Hildebrand Oakes who re-opened the Library to 

the public.

For some time, this building also used to host the Archaeology 

collection, until the time that this was taken to a special Museum. 

The Library continued to grow, and for some time, included a 

section from which one could borrow books. Today it is only used 

for research purposes.
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The main office of the National 

Archives is found in a building 

known as the ‘Santu Spirtu’ in Rabat, 

Malta. This historical building is one of 

the oldest hospitals in the world. In 1372 

it was already functioning as a hospital.

Over time, this building saw many 

structural changes, but the biggest 

restoration project was undertaken in 

the 1980s. As soon as the restoration 

works were completed, the items in the 

National Archives, which at first was 

located at the Palace in Valletta, were 

transferred to this building in Rabat. 

The works in connection with the 

transfer of the Archives were concluded 

on the 28th of July 1989. On the 28th of 

May 1994, the building was officially 

opened as the National Archives.

At the National Archives, we find 

various documents which cover the 

period from the time when the Knights 

came to Malta in 1530 until today. 

We find a collection of documents 

showing the part Malta played in the 

First World War between 1914 and 

1918. Among the various historical 

documents, there is the English 

T H E  N AT I O N A L  A R C H I V E S

Government’s telegram and the 

proclamation of Governor Sir Leslie 

Rundle, whereby the news that Malta 

was included in the First World War 

was received. At the National Archives, 

we also find photos dating back to 1947 

which show football games which used 

to be played in the Mdina Ditch.

In another beautiful building hosting 

the Banca Giuratale in Mdina, we 

find documents connected with the 

Maltese Courts stored. This collection 

of documents covers the period from 

1530 until 1899. These documents were 

transferred to this building in 1987 

and on the 28th of October 1988 this 

building was officially inaugurated 

to open its doors to the public for 

research purposes.

On the island of Gozo, we find a 

building connected with the National 

Archives. This is found in the Public 

Library in Victoria. The Gozitan one 

was inaugurated on the 24th of 

November 1989 and from that date, it 

was also made accessible to the public 

for research purposes.
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The National War Museum is found at Fort St Elmo. This 

important fortress was built at the time of Grand Master 

Juan D’Omedes and was very instrumental during the Great 

Siege in consuming the Turks’ energies and wasting them 

too much time to conquer it. Following the Great Siege, this 

fortress had to be re-built and became part of the bastions 

surrounding Valletta.

The Museum in the fortress is particular because in it, one 

may easily understand what the Maltese people had to 

undergo during the two world wars. There is also interesting 

information which clearly explains the facts that led to the 

First World War, what happened between the two world wars 

and how the events which led to the Second World War took 

place. These conflicts left a strong impact on humanity and 

also affected the Maltese and Gozitan people. This museum 

has a type of calendar which shows what happened year by 

year, from the beginning of the First World War until the end 

of the Second World War. 

T H E  N AT I O N A L  WA R  M U S E U M
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Many items we find exhibited in this museum are 

the original ones used during the Second World War. 

Among them, we find a war truck and an aeroplane 

named ‘Faith’, which was given to the Maltese people 

by the English Government as an icon of the Second 

World War. Together with this aeroplane, there were 

another two aeroplanes which were destroyed in the 

war with the names ‘Hope’ and ‘Charity’. These were 

the first form of defence our country had.

Until recently, this museum was found in what 

was then the gunpowder magazine of Fort St Elmo. 

Today, after an extensive restoration project, the 

fortress of this museum has spread among various 

other parts of this fortress.

Today this museum no longer focuses only on the 

period of the two world wars but recounts how Malta, 

with its geographical position in the centre of the 

Mediterranean, was always at the centre of every 

conflict and war which took place in this sea.
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At the National Museum of 

Archaeology, there are artefacts 

exhibited which take us back to around 

5,200 years before Christ. In this 

Museum we find exhibited artefacts 

from the time of Għar Dalam, Skorba 

and the Ġgantija phase. Among a large 

number of items in this part, there is 

the first human figure which was found 

at the Skorba temples. There is also a 

part dedicated to the construction of 

the temples and how these developed. 

We also find the largest human 

representation which we found in our 

country known as the ‘fat lady’. This 

original representation was found at 

the Tarxien Temples.

The first idea for a National Collection 

which could be gathered to be exhibited 

originated at Ġan Franġisk Abela’s villa 

at the Jesuit Hill in Marsa, known as 

‘Museo di San Giacomo’. With time, 

T H E  N AT I O N A L  M U S E U M  
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the collection continued to grow and 

the thought for it to be exhibited to 

the public also grew. For some time, 

the collection was kept at the building 

of the Library. The part wherein the 

Archaeology collection was kept started 

to be called ‘Gabinetto dell’Antichità’. 

The idea of a National Museum of 

Archaeology started in 1903 at Palazzo 

Xara which was located instead of the 

square we find today in front of St John’s 

Co-Cathedral. The first archaeology 

museum was opened here.

In 1922 the Auberge d’Italie was opened 

with the name of Valletta Museum 

and in its bigger spaces, far more 

artefacts forming part of the National 

Collection could be exhibited. This 

museum had its ground floor dedicated 

to archaeology and its first floor to 

art. During the second world war, the 

Auberge d’Italie was hit in enemy 
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attacks, and as a consequence, a part of it was 

destroyed. At the time, the collection was removed 

from this building and only a section dedicated to 

natural history was retained; unfortunately, parts 

of it were lost as a result of bombs which fell on 

this building.

After the war, it was decided for another building 

to be found to house the Museum of Archaeology. 

This building was the Auberge de Provence in 

Republic Street, Valletta. In 1958, this auberge was 

opened as the National Museum of Archaeology. 

At first, the top floor of this building was dedicated 

to art. The art collection, however, was taken to 

another building so that the Auberge de Provence 

could be used entirely to house the National 

Museum of Archaeology. In 1986, in Casa Bondi 

in Cittadella, Gozo, the Museum of Archaeology 

was opened. The majority of the artefacts found in 

Gozo were collected in this museum.
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The National Museum of Fine Arts is found in one of the 

most beautiful Palaces in Valletta. The Art collection 

in this museum is very rich. We find various paintings 

which go far back in time. These include a painting which 

was removed from the Catacombs and is one of the first 

representations of the Crucifixion of Christ. In the National 

Museum of Fine Arts, we also find a collection of furniture, 

glass, silver and sculpture.

This art collection started being collected from the time of 

the Knights when they used to adorn Palaces, Auberges, 

Churches and their homes with the most beautiful 

artworks. The value of these works was already esteemed 

when they were considered as decoration and thus, they 

were always considered as collections.

T H E  N AT I O N A L 
 M U S E U M  O F  F I N E  A R T S
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Many of these artistic works belonged 

to the Government of the Knights and 

thus became the property of the state. 

When in 1922 the Auberge d’Italie was 

opened as the Valletta Museum, for 

the first time, art had a part of this 

museum dedicated to it. The top floor 

was filled with works of art. Then, when 

the Second World War started, and 

Valletta started getting attacked by the 

enemy, this collection was removed 

from Valletta and taken to various 

places around Malta, where there was 

no danger. The majority of the works 

of art were taken to the Casa Leoni in 

Santa Venera.

After the war, the National Museum 

found its place at the Auberge de 

Provence in Republic Street, Valletta. 

The lower floor of the building housed 

the Archaeology collection and the 

upper floor was dedicated to the Arts. 

This remained unchanged until in 1974, 

the National Museum of Fine Arts was 

opened in the building which, at the 

time, was called Admiralty House, in 

South Street, Valletta.

Recently, this museum passed through 

a very interesting period wherein, once 

again, it was relocated from its current 

location back to its original location 

at the Auberge d’Italie. This project is 

named MUŻA.
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O F  N AT U R A L  H I S T O RY

The National Museum of Natural History was officially 

opened at the Vilhena Palace in Mdina. It is a museum 

which gives us an interesting history of how our islands 

were created and about the creatures we find and which 

we used to find before.

In this museum, there are around 200 species of 

mammals and fish. There are also 3,500 birds, and 

together with them, types of shells, snails, insects and 

minerals which were found in our country. This Museum 

also offers an explanation on the geology of the islands 

and on the fossils and animals which were found in 

our country which no longer exist. It is also a source of 

information regarding life under the sea and the birds 

which nest on our islands.

The Palace in which this museum is found was built by 

Grand Master Antonio Manoel de Vilhena. Originally, 

instead of this building, there was another building in 

which the University of Malta used to meet; in the Middle 

Ages, the University of Malta was responsible, together 

with the Ruler, for the governance of Malta.
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When in 1693 this building collapsed due to an earthquake, 

Grand Master Vilhena took the land and built upon it 

a magisterial Palace for himself, thus establishing his 

authority as Malta’s Ruler over the old city of Mdina. This 

Palace was built upon a plan of Architect Charles-François 

de Mondion. The Grand Masters who succeeded Vilhena 

continued using this Palace as their residence in Mdina.

When the Knights were sent away from Malta by the 

French, this Palace was one of the first Government 

buildings which ended up in the hands of the Maltese 

when they rose up against the French Government. At the 

time of the English rule, this Palace was transformed into 

a hospital. During the time of cholera in 1837, the building 

was used temporarily as a hospital for English soldiers. At 

the beginning of the 20th century, this building passed into 

the Maltese Government’s hands and was changed into a 

hospital for those sick with tuberculosis. It continued to be 

used as a hospital until 1957.

In 1973 it was eventually opened as the National Museum 

of Natural History. In 1987 an extension of this museum 

was opened in Gozo.
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